Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Table Talk:
Spiritual conversation starters for families

Matthew 15: 1-20:  Week of August 19, 2012
Why were the Pharisees so upset that the disciples did not wash their hands before they ate?
What example did Jesus used to illustrate that the Pharisees nullified the word of God for the sake of tradition?
How can tradition be used to actually repel people from God instead of drawing them to God?

How have religious traditions help you in your walk with the Lord?  How have they detracted from your walk?

What did Jesus say makes a person unclean?

How is it that everything that comes out of the body comes from the heart?

Family Activity:

Create a unique family tradition that will help your entire family grow closer to God (family devotions, home video night, yearly family spiritual retreats, service projects).
Weekend Sermon Follow-Up Study:

Digging Deeper:
Sermon follow up study for individuals, couples, and groups

Matthew 15: 1-20:  Week of August 19, 2012

Jesus addresses three groups (vs. 1, 10, 12).  What group is Jesus toughest on?  Why?

How does Jesus support his charge of hypocrisy?  What does the example he uses (vs. 5-6) reveal about the hypocrisy?  What do Isaiah’s words say to the Pharisees (vs. 7-9)?  To all religious people?

Why does Jesus call the Pharisees “blind guides”?  What is their apparent relationship with God?

What is Jesus' stance on adults caring for their parents?

How is “uncleanness” understood by the Pharisees?  By Jesus?

What traditions in our church might make it difficult for new people to feel at home here?  How could we change these things?

What is one area in your life that needs changing in order to get your heart and mouth more in line with each other?
